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PREFACE

BY	 FRANK VANDENBROUCKE  
Belgian Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for health and social affairs in charge of combating Poverty

It is an honour and a pleasure to write the preface of 
this special issue of the Belgian Review of Social Security 
dedicated to the important role of the European Union’s 
Social Protection Committee. This Committee plays a 
key role in advancing social inclusion within the EU, 
fostering access to social protection and working towards 
a more social Union.

With this special publication we would like to thank 
Mr Peter Lelie for his outstanding career at the Belgian 
Federal Public Service Social Security and as Belgian 
representative at the Social Protection Committee (SPC).

For more than 25 years, Peter Lelie has tirelessly promoted adequate social protection 
for all as a key expert in the EU’s social protection process. He played this important 
role in different capacities: first as Belgium’s representative on the Indicators Sub-group 
of the SPC, later as seconded national expert to the European Commission between 
2006 and 2010 and eventually as full member of the SPC. Highly appreciated by his 
fellow SPC members he was both vice-Chair and Chair of the SPC.

Peter Lelie represented Belgium for many years with great professionalism and passion 
for fostering social convergence through the SPC. As Chair, he led the SPC with 
conviction and strong engagement but also a great sense of diplomacy and compromise. 
He shared his passion with his colleagues and has always put the work in the SPC into 
the wider political perspective and objective of a social Europe.

Taking into account the impact of Peter’s work on the SPC, we decided to publish 
a special issue on SPC’s role working towards upward social convergence in the EU.

The SPC was established by Council decision under article 160 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the EU, with the mandate to give advice to the ministers of the EPSCO 
Council (Employment, Social Affairs, Equality). The SPC works on all main social 
policy areas: social protection and social inclusion, pensions, healthcare and long-
term care. The SPC is composed of officials representing national administrations 
responsible for social protection and representatives of the European Commission.

The SPC’s role includes:
�	monitoring the social situation and the development of social protection policies 

in the Member States and in the EU,
�	promoting discussion and coordination of policy approaches among national 

governments and the Commission,



6

THE SOCIAL PROTECTION COMMITTEE

�	preparing reports, formulating opinions or undertaking other work within its 
fields of competence, at the request of either the Council, the Commission or on 
its own initiative,

�	preparing Council discussions on social protection and on the country-specific 
recommendations in the context of the European Semester.

Since its creation, the SPC has been facilitating exchanges between its members and 
with the European Commission, social partners and civil society organisations, and 
promoting upward social convergence. In the following pages, readers will learn more 
about the successes and challenges of the SPC, its importance in delivering the EU’s 
social agenda and how crucial it is to strengthen social governance in the EU and to 
support adequate social monitoring for progress in the Union. 

I would like to join all colleagues of the Federal Public Service Social Security in 
thanking Peter Lelie for the great cooperation over the years and for his commitment 
towards a more social Europe. I wish him all the best with his well-deserved retirement.
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