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FINAL CONCLUSION: 
WHAT SPC IN 2050? WAKEFUL 
DREAMS TOLD TO MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER

BY	 MANUEL PAOLILLO
Director General, DG Policy coordination and international relations, Federal Public Service Social Security 

My dear,

When you read these lines, I will already be old, but you will be at the forefront of the 
world we dreamed of and built. You will hear about the European Social Protection 
Committee (SPC), and you may not understand why we dedicated so much energy to 
it. You will take it as a given, as something that has always been there. But let me tell 
you how, in 25 years, social Europe has transformed its ideals into reality.

An Automated and Adaptive Social Europe
When I was young, social policies advanced slowly, trapped in a labyrinth of legislative 
files where each reform could take years to materialize. Today, in 2050, they adapt in 
real time.
Social benefits and aid are no longer fixed: they evolve according to the needs of 
each individual, thanks to predictive tools and ethical artificial intelligence, which 
continuously analyses individual and collective situations. Young parents like you 
immediately receive the necessary support upon the birth of a child without even 
having to apply. Workers in transition are automatically directed to the best training 
and support programs available.

The European DataHub: A Collective Brain for Social Protection
Europe in 2050 relies on a European Social Protection DataHub, an interconnected 
platform that collects real-time updates on living standards, emerging vulnerabilities, 
and weak signals of impending crises. It is no longer just an observatory but a rapid 
response and adaptation centre, capable of anticipating and acting before crises hit.
Thanks to this DataHub, social policies are no longer reactive; they are predictive and 
preventive. Decision-makers can immediately identify where and when intervention is 
needed, ensuring targeted and effective support. This intelligent network has prevented 
major crises by automatically adjusting social systems before they become inadequate.

SocialCoin: A Currency for Human Capital
You often hear about SocialCoin, don’t you? It’s not just a cryptocurrency. It is Europe’s 
first social currency, launched after the Declaration of La Hulpe, that pivotal moment 
when we realized that growth could no longer be measured solely in GDP points, that 
a fundamental dimension was missing from budgetary forecasts.
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SocialCoin is based on a simple principle: investing in human capital pays off. The 
more a country invests in education, health, and training, the more SocialCoins it 
accumulates, exchangeable for European funding at preferential rates. This system has 
revolutionized European solidarity: states are no longer in competition for limited 
budgets; they are encouraged to share best practices.
Businesses and citizens can also hold SocialCoins, which grant access to exclusive 
programs for education, housing, or mobility. Thanks to this social currency, Europe 
has successfully combined protection with innovation, solidarity with prosperity.

A Solidarity of Territories
Every morning in Naples, people wake up with a smile because their city has met 
an immense challenge: transforming a fragile economy into a socially sustainable 
ecosystem. Naples has introduced a transition income to help workers in declining 
industries retrain in the green and circular economy.
Brussels, on the other hand, has become Europe’s laboratory for intelligent social 
policies. Thanks to its role as an institutional hub, the capital has developed an AI-
based social protection model, capable of adjusting benefits and services in real time 
according to the specific needs of residents.
And what happens in Naples and Brussels inspires other cities. By 2050, solidarity is 
no longer confined to national borders. Transnational alliances allow regions facing 
difficulties to directly apply the best solutions developed elsewhere in Europe. Social 
innovations travel as fast as technology.
The SPC relies on a European Social Protection DataHub, which collects real-time 
data on living conditions, emerging vulnerabilities, and weak signals of coming crises. 
This is no longer just an observatory; it is a rapid-response and adaptation centre, 
capable of anticipating and acting before crises strike.
We have learned from past mistakes. The great crises of the 2020s and 2030s showed 
how crucial it was for social systems to be resilient. Today, social protections adjust in 
real time according to individual needs. A worker loses their job due to technological 
change? They immediately receive a transition income, along with automatic access to 
personalized training. An economic shock affects a key sector? Safety nets are deployed 
even before the first layoffs occur.

An Integrated Social Europe: Towards the Merger of SPC, EMCO, and ECOFIN
You will grow up in a world where social and economic policies are no longer 
compartmentalized. For a long time, we separated the SPC (social protection), EMCO 
(employment), and ECOFIN (economic and financial affairs).
By 2050, these structures have merged into a European Committee for Prosperity 
and Cohesion (ECPC), ensuring that every economic decision directly contributes 
to well-being and long-term value creation. Now, finance ministers make decisions 
while measuring their real-time social impact, just as social ministers previously had 
to consider budgetary implications. Europe still values growth, but just as much, it 
prioritizes quality of life, social cohesion, and resilience.
Social protection has become an accelerator of growth, a springboard to employment 
– a lever that anticipates economic shifts, protects without trapping, and supports 
without infantilizing. These are the dynamics the new committee focuses on today.
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A Future We Continue to Write
My granddaughter, one day you may ask why we debated so much, worked so hard, 
and dreamed of this Europe. And I will tell you this:
Because we wanted a Europe where everyone had a chance.
Because we wanted a Europe where progress is shared, solidarity thrives, and European 
values are truly lived.
And you, what will you do with this legacy?
The future is never set in stone. It is in your hands.
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